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SYLLABUS

Course objectives.

The purpose is this course is to introduce students to the history of European International relations in the twentieth century.  Topics will include the diplomacy of the first World War and its impact on the international system; the failed attempts to establish peace in the 1920s; the impact of the Great Depression; the causes and diplomacy of the second World War; the dismantling of Europe’s colonial empires; and the history and end of the Cold War.  We shall examine the sources of continuity and the elements of change; the role of individuals, groups, institutions and ideologies in international relations; the impact of politics, economy, and culture on foreign policy, and some new features (human rights, ecology) of world politics.

Format

The course will meet four times each week for five weeks.  Classes will consist of a combination of lectures and discussion.  Each student will be part of a specific discussion group that will address specific historical topics.

Course requirements

Attendance is required.  Excessive absence (more than two unexcused absences)


will lower your grade.

No eating or drinking in class.  Cell phones must be turned off.  

Students are expected to do all the reading for each class and be prepared to discuss the

 assignment as well as take full part in the group discussion.

No extensions will be granted, either for papers or exams

Additional Information
Grades will be based on:

Mid-term and final (essay format).  No extensions.  (50%)

One book review.  Due 8/3. No extensions.  (20%)

One essay.  Due 8/17. No extensions.  (25%)

Group participation (5-10%)

 Grading Policies

“A” essays and exams will include an excellent introductory and concluding paragraphs presenting and evaluating your thesis.  The body of the paper will contain a well written, original, and a well-organized presentation (either thematic or chronological) to support your thesis.

“B” essays and exams contain the above but not meet the highest standards of prose, originality, or organization.

“C” essays and exams are acceptable but lack distinction in all the three categories.

“D” and “E” essays exams lack a viable thesis, adequate information, and coherent narrative.

 Academic Misconduct

It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct.  The term academic misconduct includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; this is illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations and papers.  According to Faculty Rule 3335-5-487 all instances of misconduct will be reported.  For further information, see the Code of Student Conduct: http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp.  

For a discussion of plagiarism, see: http://cstw.osu.edu/writingCenter/handouts/research_plagiarism.cfm.

For a direct link to the OSU Writing Center:  http://cstw.osu.edu
Disability Services

Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services should inform the instructor as soon as possible.  The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue, Telephone: 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu.

Enrollment

All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the first full week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the Chair of the History Department after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of the student.

Text:  

William Keylor, The Twentieth Century World, 5th ed. only

Tentative Schedule (Subject to modification)

Sessions marked with an * will have group meetings

Week
Date

Topic





Reading

1
7/24

Introduction, Assignments


7/25

Global context




pp. 1-36

7/26

World War I




pp. 39-64



    *
BOOK SELECTION DUE







* Prepare discussion: “The Impact of World War I on …..”

7/27

Peace?





pp. 65-83

* Prepare discussion: “The Impact of Peace on …”

2
7/31

The Era of Illusions



pp.  84-116





8/1

Illusions Dispelled



pp. 117-156




* Prepare discussion: “The Impact of the World Crisis on …”

8/2

The U.S. and Japan



pp. 179-223





8/3

* ESSAY TOPIC DUE




* BOOK REPORT DUE 

3
8/7

Mid Term Exam


8/8

World War II




pp. 157-78, 223-30




* Prepare discussion: “World War II and …”

8/9

The Division of Europe


pp. 233-61

8/10

Coexistence and Confrontation

pp. 262-94

4
8/14

Détente and Multipolarity


pp. 295-322


8/15

The Cold War Outside Europe

pp. 323-51 (Asia)

pp. 365-75 (Latin America)










pp. 376-91 (Africa)

8/16

The Fall of the Wall



pp. 352-64, 407-22 


8/17

Aftermath




pp. 392-404, 438-452 










(Asia)










pp. 453-67 (Africa)

pp. 468-80 (Middle East)










pp. 481-89 (Latin

America)




ESSAY DUE

5
8/21

Post Cold War Europe


pp. 423-37, 490-512




*Prepare discussion: “After 9/11 …” 

8/24

Final Examination




3:30 – 5:18 P.M.

GROUP PARTICIPATION.

Each class member will join a specific group: Central Europe; Russia and Eastern Europe; Western Europe; Southern/Northern Europe; and Outside Europe.  In this group you will 1) Contribute to the prepared discussions; 2) Report on your selected reading ; and 3) Present a report on your research paper.

A. Book Report: SELECTION DUE JULY 25
Limit:  four pages, double-spaced.  Write a critical essay evaluating the book’s themes, methodology, style, and conclusions.  Include basic information about the author.  Cite any book reviews you have consulted.

Group 1:  Central Europe 

Telford Taylor, Munich: The Price of Peace
Michael R. Marrus, The Holocaust in History
Bradley Smith, Reaching Judgment at Nuremberg
Anne Deighton, The Impossible Peace: Britain, the Division of Germany, and the Origins         of the Cold War

Avi Shlaim, The United States and the Berlin Blockade, 1948-1949
Marc Trachtenberg, A Constructed Peace: The Making of the European Settlement, 1945-1963

Volker Berghahn, The Americanization of West German Industry, 1945-1973
M. E. Sarotte, Dealing with the Devil: East Germany, Détente, and Ostpolitik

W. R. Smyser, From Yalta to Berlin: The Cold War Struggle over Germany

John Pinder, The Building of the European Union
A. James McAdams, Germany Divided: From the Wall to Reunification
Jan-Werner Müller, Another Country: German Intellectuals, Unification, and National Identity

David Marsh, The Bundesbank: The Bank that Rules Europe

Group 2: Russia and Eastern Europe 

Diane Shaver Clemens, Yalta
Gabriel Gorodetsky, Grand Delusion: Stalin and the German Invasion of Russia
Voitech Mastny, The Cold War and Soviet Insecurity: The Stalin Years
Norman Naimark, The Russians in Germany: A History of the Soviet Zone of          Occupation, 1945-1949
Vladislav Zubock and Constantine Pleshakov, Inside the Kremlin’s Cold War: From Stalin to Khrushchev
Galia Golan, The Soviet Union and National Liberation Movements in the Third World
A.A. Fursenko and Timothy Naftali, One Hell of a Gamble: Khrushchev, Castro and Kennedy, 1958-1964
György Litvan, The Hungarian Revolution of 1956: Reform, Revolt, Repression, 1953-1963
Kieran Williams, The Prague Spring and Its Aftermath: Czechoslovak Politics, 1968-1970

Jonathan Kaufman, A Hole in the Heart of the World: The Jewish Experience in Eastern Europe after World War II

Charles Gati, The Bloc that Failed: Soviet East European Relations in Transition
Jack Matlock, Autopsy of an Empire: Observing the Collapse of the Soviet Union

Vladimir Tismaneanu, Fantasies of Salvation: Democracy, Nationalism, and Myth in Post-Communist Europe
Elazar Barkan, Guilt of Nations: Restitution and Negotiating Historical Injustices
Norman Naimark, Fires of Hatred: Ethnic Cleansing in 20th Century Europe
Allan Little, Yugoslavia: Death of a Nation
Steven Burg and Paul Shoup, The War in Bosnia Herzegovina: Ethnic Conflict and International Intervention
Group 3:  Southern Europe/Northern Europe 

James Burgwyn, Italian Foreign Policy in the Interwar Period, 1918-1940
Susan Zucotti, Under His Very Windows: The Vatican and the Holocaust in Italy
Alessandro Brogi, A Question of Self-Esteem: The United States and the Cold War Choices in France and Italy, 1944-1958
Haris Vlavianos, Greece, 1941-1949: From Resistance to Civil War
Tore Bjorgo, Racist and Right-Wing Violence in Scandinavia: Patterns, Perpetrators, and Responses

Richard Drake, The Revolutionary Mystique and Terrorism in Contemporary Italy

Scott MacDonald, European Destiny, Atlantic Transformations: Portuguese Foreign Policy Under the Second Republic, 1974-1992
Joseph Harrison, The Spanish Economy: From the Civil War to the European Community
Ben Tonra, The Europeanisation of National Foreign Policy: Dutch, Danish, and Irish Foreign Policy in the European Union
Juss Hanhimaki, Scandinavia and the United States: An Insecure Friendship

Dimitrios Kavakas, Greece and Spain in European Foreign Policy
Group 4:  Western Europe (11)

Fraser Harbutt, The Iron Curtain: Churchill, America, and the Origins of the Cold War

Michael Hogan, The Marshall Plan
John Darwin, Britain and Decolonisation: The Retreat from Empire in the Postwar World

James Ellison, Threatening Europe: Britain and the Creation of the European Community, 1955-1958

William Hitchcock, France Restored: Cold War Diplomacy and the Quest for Leadership in Europe, 1944-1954
Philip Cerny, The Politics of Grandeur: Ideological Aspects of de Gaulle’s Foreign Policy

Jill Liddington, The Road to Greenham Common
Arthur Marwick, The Sixties: Cultural Revolution in Britain, France, Italy and the U.S.
Jeffrey Giauque, Grand Designs and Visions of Unity: The Atlantic Powers and the Reorganization of Western Europe
David Carlton, Britain and the Suez Crisis

John Talbott, The War without a Name: The French in Algeria, 1952-1962

Haig Simonian, The Privileged Partnership: Franco-German Relations in the European Community, 1969-1984
Lawrence Kaplan, The Long Entanglement: NATO’s First Fifty Years
Padraig O’Malley, The Uncivil Wars: Ireland Today, 3rd. ed.

Virginia Gamba-Stonehouse, Signals of War: The Falklands Conflict of 1982

Kathleen Paul, Whitewashing Britain: Race and Citizenship in the Postwar Era
Group 5:  Outside Europe

Michael D. Callahan, Mandates and Empire, The League of Nations and Africa, 1914-1931

Charles Kindleberger, The World in Depression, 1929-1939
Gerhard Weinberg, A World at Arms: A Global History of World War II
Walter Laqueur, The Age of Terrorism
R. F. Holland, European Decolonization, 1918-1980 
Lawrence S. Wittner, One World or None: A History of the World Nuclear Disarmament Movement through 1953
Lawrence Witner, Resisting the Bomb: A History of the World Nuclear Disarmament Movement, 1954-1970

Basil Davidson, The Black Man’s Burden: Africa and the Curse of the Nation-State
Daniel Yergin, The Prize: The Epic Quest for Oil, Money, and Power
John Bresnan, From Dominoes to Dynamos: The Transformation of Southeast Asia
Oles Smolansky, The USSR and Iraq: The Soviet Quest for Influence
Michael Oren, Six Days of War: June 1967 and the Making of the Modern Middle East
Rosemary Foot, Rights Beyond Borders: The Global Community and the Struggle over Human Rights in China
Maya Chadda, Ethnicity, Security, and Separatism in India
B.  Research Essay: Topic due AUGUST 3

Limit:  Eight pages, including notes and bibliography.  Appendices (maps, charts,


Photographs, etc.) are extra

Sources:  Use at least two primary and three additional secondary sources.  

Citations:  follow Chicago Manual of Style (see OSU Library Web Page)

Format:  Include a cover sheet with title, your name and class.

Style:  Write a formal introduction setting forth your thesis; present your evidence in clear, concise prose; discuss any controversy over this topic; write a conclusion that relates your topic to one of the essential questions of European International History in the twentieth century.
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